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In "The Charitable Sisterhood of the Second Trinity Victory
Church" at the Dragon Theatre, ﬁve women in a church
basement get stranded by a storm, although maybe they turn out
to have been stranded in some less literal way already.
That's the takeaway from this 2014 comedy by Bo Wilson, in
which a charity drive in small town Virginia turns into a mystery
of sorts, and eventually, a dilemma as the ladies may have to turn
one of their own over to a potentially grim fate.
Stephanie Crowley, Ambera De Lash,
Jennifer Tipton, Lisa Burton, Caley Suliak

Lisa Burton is the busybody pastor's wife with an uptight attitude
and possibly a few skeletons in her closet. Ambera De Lash plays
a Jezebel from Georgia whose Scarlett O'Hara accent sounds so
light it needs to be tethered down. Jennifer Tipton is the Yankee

transplant, eager to please.
To be honest, of all of these characters the only one that really keeps things rolling is Stephanie Crowley as the
everywoman mother of nine (or ten -- the headcount varies) with the salty sense of humor and the wit not to
take things too seriously.
Crowley at least is fun to be around, whereas the others come oﬀ as a bit of a drag with whom to spend time.
And spend time we do, as the altruistic assembly gathers at the church to sort out charity drive donations and
end up isolated by ﬂooding.
There's also one other sister who shouldn't be there: Riley, a drifter (Canadian actor Caley Suliak) whose sudden
appearance poses a parish problem, although the exact nature of that conﬂict strays into spoiler territory.
In fact, we can't even give Suliak the praise she deserves for her patience on making her ﬁrst big entrance, as
that would also spoil a surprise. Life's not fair sometimes.
"Charitable Sisterhood" has a bad habit of giving out spoilers of its own, though. For example, the very ﬁrst
scene, in which the lights come up, and the cast almost stumbles into the ramshackle pile of donated goods that
looms at the back of the stage like a tipsy monster, would be a great surprise if the audience hadn't already seen
the mess before the show starts.
(Points to set and props guy Christopher Fitzer for assembling an impressive-looking pile.)
There's no way around that, but it's still a missed opportunity. Wilson's script telegraphs some of the jokes too.
Before Burton busts in, the other sisters anticipate precisely what she'll say and do upon arrival, and then she
goes ahead and does it. It's supposed to be amusing but feels redundant.
Once surprises do start piling up, "Charitable Sisters" takes a turn for the pretty goofy. Stuﬀ gets laid on rather
thick here, and while details like the presence of a Scooby-Doo lunchbox and the intrusion of a radio DJ who
seems touched in the head suggest this is supposed to be tongue-in-cheek, it doesn't feel that way.
The tongue-in-cheek vibe also wars with a deathly serious one as the play goes on. The tension of the situation
prods everyone in the cast to start divulging deep, dark secrets on cue, and while Suliak and Tipton, in particular,
pour very candid emotion into the confessions, the fact that they all pile up right in a row one after another
seems contrived.
In another disappointment, the ultimate solution to everyone's problem turns out to be just the original, obvious
course of action but performed with more empathy and a rather surprising degree of trust that American
institutions will back victimized women when they really need it.
That's nice and all, but it can't help but seem superﬁcial in the face of the heavy duty social evils "Charitable
Sisters" glances at.

Maybe director Cindy Powell just wasn't able to corner the show's mercurial spirit, although it seems more likely
that the fault is Wilson's play in the ﬁrst place.
"The Charitable Sisterhood of the Second Trinity Victory Church" runs through June 4 at the Dragon Theatre, 2120
Broadway in Redwood City. For tickets and information, call 650-493-2006 or visit DragonProductions.net.

Comments
Add New Comment

Comments on Facebook
0 Comments

Sort by Oldest

Add a comment...

Facebook Comments Plugin

INSIDE EDGE

VW Chairman Defends
Decision Not to Publish
Probe Results

Watch: Burger King
Commercial Sets Oﬀ
Hilarious Google-Bomb
Prank

4 Texas Men Face Federal
Hate Crime Charges for
Luring Gay Victims with
Grindr

Retired Gay Porn Star
Busted with Boyfriend for
Possession of Child Porn

Network Partners
Atlanta, GA
Atlantic City, NJ
Austin, TX
Baltimore, MD
Boston, MA
Buﬀalo, NY
Charlotte, NC
Chicago, IL
Cleveland, OH
Columbus, OH
Dallas, TX
Denver, CO
Detroit, MI
Ft. Lauderdale, FL
Fire Island, NY
Indianapolis, IN
Key West, FL
Las Vegas, NV

Los Angeles, CA
Miami, FL
Minneapolis-St. Paul, MN
Nashville, TN
New Orleans, LA
New York, NY
Orlando, FL
Palm Springs, CA
Philadelphia, PA
Phoenix, AZ
Pittsburgh, PA
Portland, OR
Providence, RI
Provincetown, MA
San Diego, CA
San Francisco, CA
Seattle, WA
Washington, DC

Pride Portland! Essential
Weekend Guide

Things to do

Bay Area Reporter
Bay Windows
Bear World Magazine
Damron LGBT Travel
HotSpots! Magazine
QNotes
Rage Monthly
South Florida Gay News
Uomo Moderno

Get Newsletters
Learn about EDGE
Work here
Visit our Press Room
Advertise
Write Feedback
Read Privacy Statement
Read Terms of Use
Contact Us

Email Updates
Enter your email address below to receive
daily email updates including news,
giveaways and more.
Enter email here

Submit

Copyright © 2003-2017
EDGE Publications, Inc. / All Rights Reserved
Homotech, YouShoot, EDGE Media Network, Pride Labs and QueeryMe are registered trademarks of EDGE Publications Inc.
107.207.38.8

'Big Bang Theory' Star
Marries Longtime
Boyfriend in NYC

